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BOSTON LATIN SCHOOL ATHLETICS

PHILOSOPHY

The Boston Latin School athletic department is committed to the belief that participants in the interscholastic athletic program are students first and athletes second.  Interscholastic athletics is a co-curricular activity with the practice and contest area an extension of the classroom.  We emphasize the development of basic skills, appropriate attitude, values, and team concept.  Qualities such as sportsmanship, competitiveness teamwork, perseverance, and leadership can be gained from participation in these programs.

MISSION STATEMENT

The Boston Latin School athletic program strives to provide a safe, comprehensive, and effective athletic experience for the student / athlete.  We believe that excellence in the classroom can be matched by excellence on the playing fields.  The product being put forth on the playing fields should reflect the product being displayed in academics.                                                                                                                                                                                                            

CODE OF CONDUCT  FOR ATHLETES

Players will be aware of, understand and obeyed by the commitment that they and their family have made to their teammates, coaches and competitors.  

.  I will respect and cooperate with my coaches, officials, teammates, opponents and parents.

.  I will respect school, team and MIAA rules regarding tobacco products, alcohol and drugs.

.  I will not “trash talk”, taunt or treat opponents with disrespect.

.  I will respect equipment and playing facilities.

.  I will behave properly when traveling and playing at other schools.

.  I will represent the athletic department in a positive manner. 

CODE OF CONDUCT FOR PARENTS / GUARDIANS

. I will display positive sportsmanship at athletic competitions.

.  I will expect my child to display respect and positive sportsmanship.

.  I will praise my child for competing hard and fairly.

.  I will support a tobacco, alcohol and drug free athletic environment.

.  I will refrain from coaching my child or others during games. 

.  I will learn the rules of the game as well as policies of the school and DCL .

 PROGRAMS AND REQUIREMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION.

The material in this handbook is designed to explain Boston Latin School’s Athletic Department’s policies, and procedures.  The information is intended to provide you with a better understanding of the school’s and MIAA philosophy, goals and procedures.

PROGRAM GOALS

Emphasis is on the development of basic skills, appropriate attitudes, values and team concept.

Participation on the varsity level is based upon the skill set of the individual and the ability to integrate said skill into the team concept.  Assessment will be made by the coach relative to the level of play (varsity, junior varsity and freshman when available.  It should be understood that playing time is a coaches decision. 

To allow as many students as is reasonable to participate and share the benefits derived from team membership.

To compete successfully with Dual County League and non league opponents.

GAMES / PRACTICES

Student athletes must make the commitment to be at all practices, games and team meetings.

It is the responsibility of any team member who is going to be late, or miss a game, practice, or meeting must address this with their coach.  Absences may jeopardize retaining a position on the team.  THIS INCLUDES EXTENDED TRIPS DURING VACATIONS.

Practices are held daily or as appropriate for the activity.  Some practices may be on week ends.  No official practice may be held without a member of the coaching staff being present.

Games are as scheduled.

TEAMS

FALL                                             WINTER                                      SPRING

Cross country (b/g)                       Basketball  (b/g)  (v,jv,fr)           Baseball  (v/jv)

Soccer ( b/g)  (v/jv)                        Ice hockey  (b-v,jv)  (g-v)           Softball   (v/jv)

Volleyball  ( g)  (v/jv)                    Wrestling  (coed)                        Volleyball (b) (v/jv)

Swimming (g)                                Swimming  (b)                             Outdoor track (b/g)  (v/jv)

Football (v,jv,fr)                            Indoor track  ( b/g)  (v/jv)          Crew (g)  (v/n)

Golf (coed)  (v)                                                                                     Sailing (coed)

Cheerleading  (football)

STARTING DATES

FALL  the second Thursday before Labor Day, except football which begins on the Monday.

WINTER  Monday after Thanksgiving.

SPRING the third Monday in March.

Conclusion of a season is defined as the last regular season game, or through the last MIAA 

sponsored tournament contest.

TEAM TRYOUTS / SELECTIONS

Candidates of athletic teams must be in good academic standings with Boston Latin School.  

Boston Latin School is unique in the sense that the school has seventh and eighth graders.

The athletic teams are High School by nature, and sixies are not to participate in contact sports

in the Fall season ( football, soccer, cheer).

During the tryout period, each coach will provide an explanation of his/her expectations.  It is

the responsibility of the candidate to demonstrate that he/she can meet these expectations. 

If the candidate is not selected for a team, they may contact the coach personally for an

explanation.  Students not selected are encouraged to explore other sport opportunities.

The coaching staff of each sport has the sole responsibility of selecting the members of the team,

determining the level of play and the amount of playing time.  

PLAYER CONCERNS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED FIRST BETWEEN THE PLAYER AND  

THE COACH.  IF A SIGNIFICANT RESOLUTION IS NOT REACHED, PARENTS MAY

REQUEST A MEETING BETWEEN THE ATHLETE, PARENT AND COACH.  IF THE

MATTER IS THEN NOT RESOLVED, THE MATTER MAY THEN BE PRESENTED TO

THE ATHLETIC DIRECTOR.   

RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR ALL ATHLETES AS TAKEN FROM THE

MIAA HANDBOOK.  All candidates must meet the following requirements.

1. Rule 56:  Student Eligibility:  Physical Examinations

56.1 All students must pass a physical examination within 13 months of the start

of the season.  Students who meet this criteria at the start of the season will remain 

eligible for that season registered.  A sports Physical terminates 395 days 

subsequent to administering and must be renewed immediately to maintain eligibility.

Physical exams must be performed by a duly registered Physician, Physician’s

Assistant, or Nurse Practitioner.  A written copy must be provided.

2. Parental Permission: 

An athlete must submit a complete, signed parent’s permission form prior to his/her

first practice session.   This form must be completed for each season ( Fall, Winter,

Spring) of participation.

3. Rule 58:  Academic Eligibility:

A student must secure, during the last marking period preceding the contest, a passing grade

in five of six major subjects ( four out of five majors ).  To satisfy this requirement means

that  a student may receive a failing grade in only one class to retain eligibility.  To be eligible

for the Fall marking period, students are required to have satisfied this requirement on

the final report card of the previous year.  Students attending Summer Review 

School must pass the courses taken in order to be eligible in the Fall.  The academic

eligibility of all students shall be considered as official and determined only on the date

report cards for that marking period have been issued.  Incomplete grades may not be

considered for eligibility.  In addition, students who receive a medical excuse in 

Physical Education will be declared ineligible until cleared by a health care professional

To participate.  ( This has been modified due to Boston Latin School having five 

marking periods).  

4. Rule 60:  Student Eligibility:  Age

A student shall be under 19 years of age, but may compete during the remainder of the 

School year, provided that his/her birthday occurs on or after September 1st of that year.

For Freshman competition, a student shall be under 16 years of age but may compete during

The remainder of the school year provided the sixteenth birthday occurs on or after S

September 1st of that year.

5. Pursuant to Massachusetts Law 105 CMR 201.00 concerning concussions

And other head injuries:

Parents and students who plan to participate in any athletic program at Boston Latin 

school must take a free on line course  pertaining to concussions.  Two free on line course are

available through the National Federation of High School Coaches.  You need to click

“order here” button and complete a brief information form to register.  At the end of the 

course, you will receive a completion receipt.  The entire course, including registration

can be completed in less than 30 minutes.

            htt://www.nfhslearn.com

          A second on line course is available through the Centers for Disease Control and 

            Prevention at:  www.cdc.gov/Concussion.

          Upon completion, a provided form will be returned to the Athletic Director.  No student will be

            allowed to participate until the concussion certificate has been provided.

6. Rule 45:  Loyalty to the High School Team:  Bona Fide Team Member

A bona fide member of the school team is a student who is consistently present for, and

            Actively participates in, all high school team sessions ( tryouts, practices, competitions).

            Bona fide members of a school team are precluded from missing a high school practice or

            Competitions in order to participate is a non-school athletic activity/event in any sport

            recognized by the MIAA.  First offense: student athlete is suspended for 25% of the 

            season.  Second offense: student athlete is suspended for an additional 25% of the season

            and is ineligible for tournament play immediately upon confirmation of the violation.

CHEMICAL HEALTH: Alcohol/Tobacco/Drugs

Boston Latin School has a “zero tolerance policy” pertaining to alcohol, drugs, and tobacco. 

Rule 62.1 During the school year, a student shall not, regardless of quantity, use or consume,

possess, buy/sell or give away any beverage containing alcohol any tobacco product, marijuana,

steroids, or any controlled substance.  It is not a violation for a student to be in possession of a 

legally defined drug specifically prescribed for the student’s  own use by his/her doctor.

A. First Violation:

When the administration confirms, following an opportunity for the athlete to

be heard, that a violation has occurred, the athlete shall lose eligibility for the next consecutive contests totaling 25% of all interscholastic contests in that sport.  No exception is permitted for a student in a treatment program.  It is recommended that the athlete be allowed to remain at practice for the purpose of rehabilitation.  All fractional part of an event will be dropped when calculating the 25% of the season.

B. Second Violation:

When the administration confirms, following an opportunity for the athlete to be heard,

that a second violation has occurred, the athlete  shall lose eligibility for the next consecutive interscholastic contests totaling 60% of all interscholastic contests in that sport.  All fractional part of an event will be dropped when calculating the 60% of the season.  

C. Subsequent Violation: 

When the administration confirms, following an opportunity for the athlete to be heard, that a third violation has occurred, the athlete shall not be eligible to participate in athletics for the remainder of the school year with no exception ( minimum of six months of the school calendar.  It will carry over to the next  school year if there is less than six months left in the year of the offense).  The athlete must participate and complete an approved out of school chemical dependency program or treatment program in order to participate in athletics in the future at Boston Latin School.  

If after the second or subsequent violation the student of his/her volition becomes a participant in an approved chemical dependency program or treatment program, the student may be certified for reinstatement in MIAA activities after a minimum of 40% of events.  The director or counselor of a  chemical dependency treatment center must issue such certification. 

Be it further noted that a student/athlete who is looking at game suspensions two seasons away may not try out for a team they have never tried out for in the past in order to serve their suspension  in that sport and not their primary sport, as determined by the school.

D. Team Captain Privileges:

Any athlete who violates the Chemical Health Rule at any time during his/her high school career ( in or out of season) shall forfeit the privilege of being captain of a high school team that school

year.  This rule will begin the first day of practice for Fall sports and go through the last day of school.   

FIRST OFFENSE

# OF EVENTS/SEASON                                     # OF EVENTS/PENALTY

                 1-7                                                                                 1

                 8-11                                                                               2

12-15 3

16-19  4

20 or more                                                       5   

                                       SECOND OFFENSE

# OF EVENTS/SEASON                               # OF EVENTS/PENALTY

                     1-3                                                                       1

4 2    

5-6                                                                       3   

7-8 4 

9                                                                          5 

10-11 6 

12-13 7 

14                                                                        8

15-16 9 

17-18 10 

19                                                                        11 

20 or more                                                          12 

                                         SECOND 0FFENSE w/DEPENDENCY PROGRAM

                              # OF EVENTS/SEASON                              # OF EVENTS/PENALTY

1-4 1

5-7 2

8-9 3

 10-12                                                                 4

13-14 5 

 15-17                                                                 6 

 18-19                                                                 7

 20 or more                                                        8    

    SCHOOL EQUIPMENT RESPONSIBILITIES

    Students are responsible for, and are expected to maintain proper care of all equipment  issued to them. 

     all equipment is to be returned at the completion of the season.  Students are responsible for payment

     of any items lost or stolen.  Each item not returned will be assessed at fair replacement price.

     Athletes may not try out for a team if they have not returned all equipment and uniforms from their 

     previous season, or paid for these items.

     Student athletes are not to wear uniforms (game or practice) during the school day and are to be worn 

     only during athletic competitions.  

     PRE-SEASON RESPONSIBILITIES

    The coach for each sport will hold an information meeting prior to the start of the season.  Candidates

     are expected to attend. 

     All candidates for athletic teams must meet the following requirements prior to any tryout or practice

     sessions:

          1.  Have evidence of a passed physical that is valid for one year on file in the nurses office.

          2.  Have submitted a parental consent form to the coach.  

          3.  Completed the online concussion education and submit the provided document signed by the 

               parent and candidate to the coach.

          4.Be under 19 years of age on or after September 1st of that year.  

      SPORTSMANSHIP

     Good sportsmanship is a top priority of the Boston Latin School Athletic Department.  It is expected 

      that our coaches, athletes, and fans will demonstrate the highest level of sportsmanship.  Players,

      coaches and fans will treat our opponent, game officials and visiting spectators with respect. 

1. Rule 48:  Sportsmanship:  Taunting

Taunting includes any action or comments by coaches, players, or spectators, which are intended

to bait, anger, embarrass, ridicule, or demean others, whether or not the deeds or works are 

vulgar or racists.  Included is conduct that berates, needles, intimidates, or threatens based on race, 

gender, ethnic origin or background, and conduct that attacks religious beliefs, economic status,

speech, family, special needs, or personal characteristics.

Examples of taunting include but are not limited to: “trash talk”, defined as verbal communication

of a personal nature directed by a competitor to an opponent by ridiculing his/her skills, effort,

sexual orientation, or lack of success, which is likely to provoke an altercation or physical

response; and physical intimidation outside the spirit of the game, including “in your face”

confrontation by one player to another., standing over /straddling a tackled player, etc.

2. HAZING:

The term “hazing” means any assumption of authority by a student whereby another student

suffers or is exposed to any cruelty, intimidation, humiliation, embarrassment, hardship, or 

oppression, or is required to perform exercises to excess, to be sleep deprived, to commit dangerous activities, to curry favor from those in power, to submit to physical assaults, to consume offensive

foods or alcohol, or the threat of bodily harm or death, or the deprivation or abridgement of any right.

Boston Latin School  will not tolerate any form of hazing.  In the event of an accusation of hazing

an immediate investigation will take place.  Hazing can result in removal from the team, suspension, 

expulsion and referral to law enforcement for possible legal action. 

TRANSPORTATION

Boston Latin School provides transportation to away competitions.  All team members are required to travel to and from all away events on transportation provided by the Athletic Department.  Exceptions to this policy must be requested in writing to the Athletic Director or coach by the athletes parent/guardian prior to the event. Parents/guardians are permitted to transport another athlete home only after 

consulting with the coach at the game site and providing written permission from the parent.  Under no circumstance will students be allowed to transport themselves or ride with other students to or from away games.  Athletics are expected to conduct themselves in a proper manner on all bus trips.  Yelling at passing cars, obscene gesturing, unruly conduct, or other forms of inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated.    

BOSTON LATIN SCHOOL RESERVES THE RIGHT TO INCREASE ANY 

MIAA SUGGESTED PENALTY.
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